Revisions in the prescribing information for Epoetin alfa: implications for nephrology nurses and patients on dialysis.
The prescribing information for Epoetin alfa administered to patients with chronic renal failure (CRF) or cancer was updated in November 2007. The revisions include revised safety information, new Epoetin alfa dosing recommendations, and revised information on health-related quality of life (HRQoL). The most significant changes included revision of the box warning, the reinstatement of a hemoglobin (Hb) range of 10 to 12 g/dL for patients with chronic renal failure, a new section on managing patients with hyporesponse to Epoetin alfa, and updated HRQoL data. These changes may necessitate revisions in anemia management protocols for patients with CRF, as well as changes in how nurses and other members of the nephrology team educate patients on the risks and benefits of Epoetin alfa therapy. Nurses will play a key role in assessing trends in laboratory values, predicting the course of Hb, and enacting appropriate physician-prescribed interventions to ensure adherence to the revised prescribing information.